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CEFR "Can Do" Statements by Skill, Grammar and Level (A1 - C1)
These statements detail what a learner can typically achieve in the four core language skills and grammatical aspects at each stage of the Common European Framework of Reference for Languages (CEFR).
A1: Beginner
	Skill
	Can Do Statements (I can...)
	

	Listening
	I can recognize familiar names, simple words, and common phrases when they are spoken slowly and clearly.
	

	
	I can understand simple instructions or commands (e.g., "Sit down," "Open your book").
	

	
	I can recognize and identify numbers, times, and dates when spoken.
	

	
	I can understand the speaker's basic emotional state (e.g., happy, sad, or angry) from their tone.
	

	
	I can identify simple objects or people in my immediate environment when they are named (e.g., "The chair," "Your sister").
	

	Reading
	I can recognise my own name and country of origin when written.
	

	
	I can understand public signs and notices that use short, familiar phrases (e.g., "Exit," "Stop," "Danger").
	

	
	I can recognize numbers, prices, and times in context (e.g., on a menu or a clock).
	

	
	I can understand the main message of a very short, simple note or email (e.g., "See you at 5 p.m.").
	

	
	I can match short, learned words to pictures or objects (e.g., "cat," "dog," "house").
	

	Spoken Interaction
	I can respond to simple greetings and farewells.
	

	
	I can ask for clarification using very simple phrases like "Again?" or "Slowly, please."
	

	
	I can answer simple closed questions (Yes/No questions) about immediate personal information.
	

	
	I can ask simple questions using "What," "Where," or "Who" with support from the interlocutor.
	

	
	I can indicate agreement or disagreement with a simple nod or single word (e.g., "Yes," "No," "Okay").
	

	Spoken Production
	I can state my name, age, and nationality.
	

	
	I can name the country and city/town where I live.
	

	
	I can use basic adjectives (like big, small, old, new) to describe my house or flat.
	

	
	I can introduce the members of my immediate family (mother, father, brother, sister) by name and relationship.
	

	
	I can answer simple "Who is...?" and "Where is...?" questions about people I know.
	

	
	I can use a limited range of learned vocabulary to describe a person's basic appearance or feeling (e.g., tall, happy, tired).
	

	Writing
	I can write single words and short phrases on a postcard or greeting card.
	

	
	I can correctly write my full name, address, and date of birth in a form.
	

	
	I can write short, simple statements about myself (e.g., "I like cats," "I am hungry").
	

	
	I can copy short, known words and phrases accurately.
	

	
	I can use basic punctuation (period and question mark) in simple sentences.
	

	Grammar
	I can use simple sentence patterns (Subject-Verb-Object).
	

	
	I can use basic word order for statements and questions.
	

	
	I can use present simple tense for routine actions.
	

	
	I can use the singular and plural forms of familiar nouns.
	

	
	I can use possessive determiners (my, your).
	

	
	I can use 'be' (am, is, are) to state existence and identify things.
	


A2: Elementary
	Skill
	Can Do Statements (I can...)
	

	Listening
	I can understand short, routine phrases and common vocabulary related to immediate needs (e.g., shopping, directions).
	

	
	I can catch the main point in simple, clear, short public announcements or recorded messages.
	

	
	I can follow the general meaning of short, simple dialogues about familiar, predictable topics.
	

	
	I can understand information about products, prices, and quantities in simple shopping interactions.
	

	
	I can understand when someone is describing basic personal or family details.
	

	Reading
	I can find and understand specific information in menus and simple timetables (e.g., train schedules, cinema listings).
	

	
	I can grasp the key points in short, uncomplicated newspaper articles or descriptive texts.
	

	
	I can understand simple, standard letters or emails relating to everyday situations (e.g., booking confirmation, appointment details).
	

	
	I can follow short, simple written instructions (e.g., how to use a machine, simple cooking steps).
	

	
	I can identify the main topic of a simple public advertisement or brochure.
	

	Spoken Interaction
	I can initiate and close simple face-to-face social conversations (e.g., greet someone, ask how they are, and say goodbye).
	

	
	I can get simple goods and services by asking for what I want and completing the transaction.
	

	
	I can ask for and follow simple directions (e.g., to the post office, the bus stop).
	

	
	I can ask people how they are and react to the reply.
	

	
	I can use simple phrases to invite people, apologize, or make simple suggestions.
	

	
	I can handle small talk in familiar, predictable situations (e.g., talking about the weather or weekend plans).
	

	Spoken Production
	I can describe people, including my family members, using simple linking words (e.g., "and," "but").
	

	
	I can describe my living situation (house, neighbourhood) using a series of simple sentences.
	

	
	I can talk about my educational background or current job using basic vocabulary and short descriptions.
	

	
	I can describe my typical day, including times and routine activities.
	

	
	I can give a short, prepared presentation about a familiar, personal topic (e.g., a hobby or pet).
	

	Writing
	I can write short, simple personal notes and messages (e.g., apologies, requests, invitations).
	

	
	I can write a very simple letter or email of thanks, using basic learned phrases.
	

	
	I can describe a simple past event or experience in a series of short, linked sentences.
	

	
	I can use simple connectors (e.g., 'and', 'but', 'because') to link sentences together in a narrative.
	

	
	I can write simple descriptions of people, places, or things in short paragraphs.
	

	Grammar
	I can use simple linking words like 'and', 'but', and 'because' to connect basic ideas.
	

	
	I can use common tense forms related to the present and past (e.g., present continuous, past simple).
	

	
	I can use modal verbs for ability, permission, and simple suggestions (can, may, should).
	

	
	I can use basic prepositions of place and time accurately (e.g., in, on, under, at).
	

	
	I can use comparative and superlative forms of common adjectives (e.g., taller, the biggest).
	


B1: Intermediate
	Skill
	Can Do Statements (I can...)

	Listening
	I can understand the main points of clear speech on familiar topics encountered at work, school, or leisure.
	

	
	I can follow the main narrative thread of moderately paced speech, including personal accounts and stories.
	

	
	I can follow the main points of many radio or TV programmes dealing with current affairs, provided the language is relatively standard.
	

	
	I can understand the essential information when people are giving opinions or contrasting them on familiar issues.
	

	
	I can generally follow the main structure and argument of a presentation or lecture on a known subject.
	

	Reading
	I can understand the main information in articles and reports on familiar subjects that use common language.
	

	
	I can read and understand the overall meaning of routine correspondence (e.g., letters, faxes, emails) related to my job or personal life.
	

	
	I can grasp the description of events, feelings, and wishes in personal letters or messages.
	

	
	I can find and understand the most important information in news headlines, reviews, or simplified technical texts.
	

	
	I can follow a simple, linear narrative in fiction or a story, even if some vocabulary is unfamiliar.
	

	Spoken Interaction
	I can handle most situations encountered when traveling (e.g., booking a room, checking in, asking about local transport).
	

	
	I can enter unprepared into conversations about familiar personal and everyday topics (e.g., family, hobbies, work, news).
	

	
	I can sustain a basic conversation on a topic of personal interest, though I may occasionally have to pause to search for words.
	

	
	I can ask for or give practical advice, make suggestions, and respond to suggestions politely.
	

	
	I can generally cope with less routine situations in shops, post offices, banks, or transport services.
	

	Spoken Production
	I can narrate events, experiences, and stories in a simple but connected sequence.
	

	
	I can describe my dreams, hopes, and ambitions, giving brief explanations.
	

	
	I can briefly give reasons and explanations for my opinions and plans on familiar topics.
	

	
	I can deliver a straightforward, pre-planned presentation on a topic within my field of interest.
	

	
	I can handle a short series of follow-up questions after a presentation with reasonable confidence.
	

	Writing
	I can write simple connected texts on familiar or personal topics with reasonable coherence.
	

	
	I can write personal letters, describing experiences, feelings, and impressions in detail.
	

	
	I can summarize short stories, articles, or simple films using linked sentences.
	

	
	I can write a simple report or essay providing the main facts and giving reasons for a basic recommendation.
	

	
	I can express thanks, apologies, and congratulations in written correspondence appropriate for the B1 level.
	

	Grammar
	I can use a range of common complex sentence structures, though systematic errors may still occur.
	

	
	I can use several tenses and aspects (e.g., present perfect, 'going to' future, past continuous) with reasonable control.
	

	
	I can use relative clauses (who, which, that) in simple cases to combine sentences.
	

	
	I can use direct and indirect speech for reporting, although complex embedding may cause confusion.
	

	
	I can generally maintain grammatical accuracy in predictable, routine situations.
	


B2: Upper Intermediate
	Skill
	Can Do Statements (I can...)

	Listening
	I can understand extended speech and lectures, provided the topic is reasonably familiar.
	

	
	I can follow complex lines of argument in a discussion or presentation, even if it is not explicitly structured.
	

	
	I can understand most TV news, current affairs programs, and documentaries.
	

	
	I can understand the majority of films in standard dialect, following the plot and much of the nuance.
	

	
	I can catch the significant points and implied meanings of a speaker's position on contemporary issues.
	

	Reading
	I can read articles and reports concerned with contemporary issues where the writer takes a specific stance.
	

	
	I can recognize the writer's attitude or viewpoint on a topic in non-fiction texts.
	

	
	I can understand contemporary literary prose, including the nuances of character and plot.
	

	
	I can effectively skim large texts to find the relevant information I need quickly.
	

	
	I can understand specialized articles outside my field, provided I can use a dictionary to clarify key terminology.
	

	Spoken Interaction
	I can interact with native speakers fluently and spontaneously enough for comfortable, sustained interaction.
	

	
	I can actively participate in formal and informal discussions on familiar subjects, contributing relevant comments.
	

	
	I can account for and sustain my views clearly, giving supporting arguments and responding to counter arguments.
	

	
	I can hold my own in social conversation, managing topics and using appropriate expressions to relate to other speakers.
	

	
	I can negotiate solutions to problems or disputes, making proposals and counter proposals with a degree of confidence.
	

	Spoken Production
	I can give clear, detailed descriptions on a wide range of subjects related to my personal or professional interests.
	

	
	I can develop a viewpoint on a topical issue, systematically explaining the advantages and disadvantages of various options.
	

	
	I can deliver presentations on complex subjects, maintaining a clear structure and a confident style.
	

	
	I can provide extended explanations of plans, procedures, and complex topics to others.
	

	
	I can argue a case, linking points logically and effectively supporting my ideas with evidence.
	

	Writing
	I can write clear, detailed, and well-structured text on a wide range of subjects related to my interests.
	

	
	I can write an essay or report that systematically passes on information on a complex subject.
	

	
	I can write a report that gives reasons in support of or against a particular point of view.
	

	
	I can synthesize information and arguments from several sources into a coherent piece of writing.
	

	
	I can use a wide range of vocabulary and complex sentence structures appropriately to express subtle shades of meaning.
	

	Grammar
	I can use a good range of complex grammatical structures with a high degree of control.
	

	
	I can use complex sentence structures to clearly signal relationships between ideas (e.g., concessive and conditional clauses).
	

	
	I can use the passive voice naturally where appropriate in my writing and speech.
	

	
	I can handle most common grammatical exceptions, including irregular verbs and forms, accurately.
	

	
	I can use modal verbs to express degrees of certainty, speculation, and obligation with confidence.
	


C1: Advanced
	Skill
	Can Do Statements (I can...)

	Listening
	I can understand extended speech even when it is not explicitly structured or signalled.
	

	
	I can follow implied relationships and connections between ideas within extended speech.
	

	
	I can understand television programmes and films without significant effort or reliance on subtitles.
	

	
	I can recognise shifts in register and tone and infer the speaker's attitude or purpose with high accuracy.
	

	
	I can process abstract and complex subject matter presented in diverse formats (e.g., debates, panel discussions).
	

	Reading
	I can read long, complex factual and literary texts with full comprehension.
	

	
	I can appreciate and understand subtle distinctions of style and tone in various written texts.
	

	
	I can understand specialised articles and complex technical instructions, even if they are outside my immediate field of expertise.
	

	
	I can extract relevant details and synthesise information from demanding and voluminous texts efficiently.
	

	
	I can infer attitudes, moods, and implicit opinions from texts that are not explicitly stated.
	

	Spoken Interaction
	I can express myself fluently and spontaneously, rarely having to search for the right expressions.
	

	
	I can use language flexibly and effectively for social purposes, including humour and emotional expression.
	

	
	I can use language effectively and precisely for professional purposes and complex transactions.
	

	
	I can formulate and articulate complex ideas and opinions with clarity and precision.
	

	
	I can skilfully relate my contribution to the comments of other speakers, helping the discussion move forward.
	

	Spoken Production
	I can present clear and detailed descriptions of complex subjects.
	

	
	I can integrate sub-themes and ancillary points logically into my main description or argument.
	

	
	I can develop particular points within a topic, supporting them with evidence or elaborate examples.
	

	
	I can round off a complex speech or presentation with an appropriate and effective conclusion.
	

	
	I can structure my speech in a logical and coherent manner, guiding the listener through complex information.
	

	Writing
	I can write clear, well-structured text on complex subjects.
	

	
	I can underline and emphasize the relevant salient issues within a document.
	

	
	I can write essays or reports that communicate complex ideas effectively.
	

	
	I can adjust my writing style, register, and tone according to the specific reader or audience.
	

	
	I can employ sophisticated language structures and cohesive devices to ensure logical flow and coherence.
	

	Grammar
	I can consistently maintain a high degree of grammatical control and complexity in all output.
	

	
	I can use a wide range of complex and sophisticated sentence structures naturally, including varied subordination and embedding.
	

	
	I can consistently use the full range of tenses and aspects, including less common or complex forms (e.g., mixed conditionals, future perfect continuous).
	

	
	I can use sophisticated cohesive devices and grammatical linking elements to structure discourse seamlessly.
	

	
	I can self-correct my own errors quickly and efficiently when they occur, often before they become noticeable to the listener/reader.
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